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the demand, and that the Government is able therefore to
choose its men.
When the work at Wei-Hai-Wei in the Naval Hospital be-

came heavier than could be dealt with by the staff of the hos-
pital, five of these hospital corps men were lent from the hos-
pital ship Maine, and to quote the words of a surgeon under
whom they worked "Everyone was astounded at their won-
derful training." They are accustomed to methodical work and
are quite familiar with the principles of the antiseptic treat-
ment of wounds and modern methods. They tested the urine
of their cases as a routine practice daily, and in every way
showed themselves to be reliable and highly competent nurses.
I am told, too, that they are very highly paid-which is pro-
bably the root of the whole matter.
The total number of the hospital corps men at the present

time in the American army is 4,117, of whom over 2,000 are
now in the Philippines. The force for China originally had200,
subsequently increased to between 300 or 4oo. From our naval
surgeons who have seen something of the American hospitals
in Manila comes the same high praise of these hospital corps
men, and though they may be a costly item in the expenni-
ture of the American Medical Department, there is not the
least doubt that the American Government get good value,
and I personally am of opinion that this expenditure is
economy in the long run. The supplies of the hospital are not
less than lavish, *but I saw nothing that could fairly be
called excessive. The tout ensemble of the hospital suggested
that the Government had given a free hand to a man with
his heart in the work; no other explanation seemed forth-
coming.

ENTERIC FEVER.
I do not know what the later figures are, but at the time I

visited the hospital there had been only 12 cases of enteric
fever, and none of these had died. Enteric is less common
among the regular troops of the American army thlan among
our troops, but it is more frequently met with among the
American volunteers. The fact that Major Arthur's statistics
are so good and up-to-date-for they compare very favourably
with those of any other force in Pekin-is attributed by him
to his very free use of stimulants.
In the early stages the usual antipyretic treatment is

adopted when necessary, but drugs are rarely used. From
about the third week, if there is any sign of weakness, stimu-
lants are pushed to the extent of 30 or 40 ounces of brandy
daily. There has been a moderate amount of dysentery among
the American troops, but few of the cases have been severe.
In the smaller lhospital of 3o beds in the Canton Club,

there are two medical officers and six lady nurses. Major
Arthur does not apparently consider that female nurses are
necessary, and has declined the offer of lady nurses for his
hospital; he told me that lie was prepared to prove by his
results that his typhoid patients nursed by trained male
attendants could do every bit as well as those nursed by
female nurses.

THE OPERATING THEATRE.
The operating theatre of the hospital is well equipped, and

the instruments are modern in pattern and liberally sup-
plied. An excellent steriliser for both dressings and instru-
ments is capable of being conveniently packed for transport.
Rubber gloves for the operator's hands appear to be always
used at operations, and are no doubt useful where speedy
sterilisation of the hands is difficult, but it must require an
amount of practice to become accustomed to their use. They
would soon become useless in an Indian climate.

PROPOSED MUSEUM OF SURGICAL ANTIQUITIES.
To me it would be a matter of the greatest interest to learn

something of the expenditure of the American Government
upon its medical department as compared with that of the
British. I cannot believe that the difference can be other
than one of expense.

I am not one of those whose habit it is to see only faults in
our own departments and virtues in others, but the picture of
some of the equipment I saw in the American hospital in the
"Temple of Agriculture" is still before my eyes, and I reflect
-that if any local community- is anxious to start a museum,
they could make an excellent" beginning with one of our
ancient patternx velvet-lined capital cases, with itg oldwooden-
-handledinstruments. And if the chief placecrould not`fairly

be given to our "universal pattern tooth forceps" of
American design I am told-it is because the first place
should be reserved for a tooth that fits the forceps, if it were
ever likely that so highly abnormal a tooth could be found.

TRANSPORT.
The American transport consists of large waggons for four

mules and pack mules. The mules are as big as two of our
Indian mules, and stand, many of them, a good i6 hands.
The Americans are very proud of their mule waggons, and
say they can go anywhere, and certainly for the flat I have
never seen anything better. I slhould like to see them in
heavy, wet country, or hilly districts; but, though I am told
they stood these tests well in the Philippines, I should see
that miy own kit was put on one of our own transport mules.
The American pack mules are not led, but are trained to fol-
low a bell-mare in droves of ten or twelve, and graze by the
roadside as they go along. They are in charge of " packers,"
men who are said to have highly specialised in the loadinag of
pack mules.
With all they required for the Chinese expedition, no

further away than Manila, the Americans enjoyed nearly the
same advantage as Japan; and this fact explains their liberal
transport, a faetor in getting hospital equipment up to the
front the importance of which can scarcely be over-
estimated.

THE PLAGUE.
PREVALENCE OF THE DISEASE.

CAPETOWN.
DURING the week ending April 6th 62 fresh cases of plague occurred in
Capetown, and 3I persons died of the disease. This brings the total num-
ber of cases and deaths from plague since the commencement of the out-
break to 349 and 13o respectively. The disease, although in no way
abated, has not markedly advanced in extent or virulence, and it is noted
that the outbreak is on the wane. The 6o fresh cases reported in the week
ending March 3oth were composed of Europeans x8, coloured 29, Malay 6,
Indian 2. Chinese I, and natives 4, and the 22 deaths recorded in the same
time were Europeans 6. coloured g, Malay 3, Indian 2, natives 2. The tota
number of cases of plague up to March 3oth include Eiiropeans 63,
coloured I03, Malay 9, Indian 2, Chinese I, natives Io7, total 287. Total
number of deatha, Europeans ig, coloured 32, Malay 5, Indian 2, Chineseo,
natives 42, total 99. Up to the present time there have been about 28 cases
of plague among persons under naval and military control, 3 of which
have proved fatal. The disease is confined to Cape peninsula, with excep-
tion of few imported cases. The Europeans seem to be suffering rather
severely, the actual numbers being 83 Europeans to 266 coloured persons,
WhlilSt 22 Euiropeans and Iog coloured persons have died from plague
since the outbreak. On April 5th and 6th 4 fresh cases of plaeue were re-
corded amongst Europeans and 6 amongst colouredpeople. On April 8th
cfreshases of plague were recorded, one of the patients being a New

South Wales Bushman. The sanitation of the city is said to be well in
lhand, and the results of the labouirs of the officials scem to be satisfactory
in checking the virulence of the disease.

INDIA.
The total mor1ality from plague for all India during the week ending

March 16th aniounted to 8,829, a considerable increase upon the figures
for the previous week.
In the city of Bombay during the week ending March x6th the deaths

from plague amounted to 1,203. This is a slight increase on the previous
week. Plague prevails in the northern districts of the city. and
Byculla heads the list with T35 deaths from the disease. The epidemic
shows no signs of relaxing its lhold, and the condition of the city as re-
gards plague is nearly twice as bad as it was at this time last year. In the
Bombay Presidency, exclusive of the: city, 7I7 deaths from plague occurred
during the week in question.
In Bengal 4,872 deaths occurred from plague during the week ending

March 16th an increase of more than 300 upon the previous week. The
disease is still most virulent in the Patna and Saran districts.
In Calcutta 8I9 deaths from plague are reported during tlle week, the

highest total yet recorded for Calcutta.
In the Madras Presidency 73 deaths from plague only were notified, a

marked decrease for the week ending Marich 26th: in the Nol-th -West Pro-
vinces during the same period 557, and in the Punjab i05 deaths were
caused by plague.
In Calcutta on March igth and 20th, I68 and lo fresh cases of plague

were reported, and 242 and 254 deaths respectively from the disease; un-
precedented numbers for Calcutta.
At Karachi o0i March x6th, i7th, 28th, and xgth the fresh cases of plague

numubered 26. 40. 27, and3I, whilst the fatal cases amounted to is, 32, 23, and
26 respectively daily.

MAURITIUS.
During the week ending April 4th one case of plague proved fatal in

Maurit,ius.
ALEXANDRIA.

A death from plague is reported to have occurred in Alexandria on
April 7th. This is the first case of plague reported in Egypt since the
subsidence of the outbreaks in Alexandr and Suez over twelve months
ago. Although there is no -cause for alarm the occurrenee is to be re-
gretted, provin'g that a city once contapminated is for an indeflnite supse-
quent period liable to a recrudescence of the dibease.


